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You will have seen our papers in the P.R.S. on alpha rays and gamma
rays. I am hopeful that the point of view of the paper by Ellis and myself
on the origin of the gamma rays will prove helpful in throwing light
on that subject.
We are all very well and the grandchildren are strong and growing
apace. I thank you and Miss Meitner for your good wishes and hope
you are all flourishing.
On 30 September, Lord Rutherford and Prof. Samuel Alexander were
the chief guests at the Manchester University dinner held at Frascati's,
with the Chancellor, Lord Crawford, presiding. In his speech Ruther-
ford said that at Cambridge one might sit next to a man for forty years
without knowing whether he had a wife, mother, or sister; whereas,
before he had been at Manchester a week, he knew his colleagues and
their wives and was calling their children by their Christian names.
"I owe a great debt to Manchester University", he said, "for the oppor-
tunities it gave me for carrying on my studies. I do not know whether
that University is really aware that during a few years from 1911
onwards the whole foundation of the modern physical movement came
from the physical department of Manchester University/'
In 1931 at a dinner of * 1851 Scholars' held in London, when Rutherford
presided, he said:
Only by chance, am I present. As a student of Canterbury College
I was candidate for an 1851 Scholarship; there was another New
Zealand candidate, MacLaurin. Both of us were strongly recommended
by the examiners, and eventually it was decided that the candidate with
the published thesis should have the scholarship. MacLaurin had pub-
lished his in a little book; I had not. But MacLaurin had married a wife
and therefore could not come, and that is why I am present as your
Chairman.
At this time Rutherford was elected a Commissioner of the 1851
Exhibition and three years later he became a member of the Board of
Management,
Years before, the Commissioners had promised three large contribu-
tions towards a Science Museum to be erected in successive stages- When